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Animals abound on this
carefully planned property.

BY BECKY MILLS

he narrow dirt road to Bobby
Livingston’s gate is lined with
the usual posted signs, warning
trespassers the property is off-
limits. There ought to be another sign or two
tucked between the trees and underbrush:
Caution: wildlife enthusiasts—be prepared for
uncontrollable envy.
While the 600-acre former row-crop
farm may look neglected, it is anything
but. Since the Newberry, S.C., landowner
bought the property in 1975, he and three
of his boyhood friends have planned,
plowed, planted and nurtured to create a
wildlife hunting and viewing paradise. From

impressive white-tailed bucks to strutting
gobblers to delicate hummingbirds, the
property provides food and habitat for all.

And Livingston insists they are nowhere
near through. “This place is a work in
progress. The problem is I don’t always know
what direction.”

No matter, Bill Mason, one of Livingston’s
cohorts, emphasizes, “The important thing
is it is managed solely for the wildlife and
trees—100%.”

A tour of the farm also tends to contradict
Livingston’s statement on lack of direction.
Wildlife food plots—a total of 65 acres—are
carefully laid out across the property in a
patchwork with hedgerows, hardwoods, pines
and small fields.

Tina Brunjes, big-game program
coordinator for the Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife Resources, approves.
“Food plots need to be close to cover. You
can have the best food plot in the world in
the middle of a 500-acre pasture, and the
wildlife won’t use it.

“Areas of denser vegetation next to open
fields get a lot of use because the animals
can slip out and eat and still be close to a
hiding place.”

The food plots vary in size, but are up
to 4 acres each. Livingston says the size is
determined largely by practicality. His tractor-
mounted sprayer holds enough herbicide to
spray 4 acres.

Brunjes also recommends food plots of
at least ¥ acre or more. “They need to be
big enough not to get eaten up the first day
they sprout.”

YEAR-ROUND FEAST. As for the ingredients,
the food plots on Livingston’s place provide a
year-round smorgasbord of appealing plants.

One of the favorites of the group for fall
planting is their own deer-oriented recipe of
crimson and arrowleaf clover, canola, Abruzzi
rye, wheat and oats.

“The first year we thought we had to mix
it exactly, and we called it rocket fuel,” jokes
Mason. Now they just use the markings on a
S-gallon bucket to measure the mix.

Summer planting for doves includes corn,
sunflower and milo. They use an electric
fence around the dove field to keep the deer
from helping themselves.

But planted food plots aren’t the only
source of groceries for wildlife. Sawtooth
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