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THE AIR WE BREATHE. The food
we eat. The water we drink. The
communities we live in, Whar could
be more important? These elements
torm the foundation of life, and they
all have something else in commaon.
Their health depends on the health
of our nadon’s farms and ranches,

Private working lands account
for nearly half the land in the conu-
nental United States. How we grow
our food, fiber and energy on that
land—and whether that land stays
in agricultural production—deeply
influences our environment, our
health, our economy and the very
fabric of our communities.

The nation and the world face

a critical time, confronted by the prospect of climate
change, mounting health and food safety issues, air and
water pollution, and high fuel prices. But at the heart

of these challenges lies a common soludon. Farms and
ranches are at the forefront of new efforts to combat
climate change by reducing and offsetting greenhouse gas
emissions, They are improving the health of Americans

ell-managed

farm and ranch

land is at the
heart of selutions to the most
pressing issues facing the
United States today. AFT is
embarking on fivo forward-
looking campaigns to help
American farms protect the
environment and grow local
foods—leading our nation to

a healthier future.

environiment,

and their communities by being a
source of mitritous local food. And
they can address environmental
issues while providing cost-effective
ways to help clean the water and
air.

T harness the potential of our
nation’s farms and ranches at this
pivotal time in history, American
Farmland Trust (AFT) is launch-
ing two new initatives. AF T
Agriculture & Environment cam-
paign and the Growing Local cam-
paign will provide the progressive
leadership and innovative solutions
needed to help our farms and ranch-
es seize this opportunity to lead the
nation to a bright new future.

In the following pages—and in issues of American
Farmland to come—vyou will learn more about how
AFT’ two new initatives will be worling to support
a vibrant agricultural sector that can compete in 4
rapidly changing global marketplace, while providing
high-quality food, fiber, renewable energy and a clean

Farms Grow Green

AFT's Agriculture &

Environment Campaign

ON TRIBAL LANDs outside Bellingham, Washington, the
Nooksack Indian Tribe has harvested fish sustainably for
thousands of years. With help from an AFT-led grants
program called Pioneers in Conservation, the tribe created
important new habitat for dwindling stocks of Chinook
salmon, At the same time, the project replaced an old
levee, helping four local farmers keep their fields drier

during flood season.

In southeastern Minnesota, Dave Legvold grows
corn and sovbeans on land that drains into the Cannon
River, which then winds its way to the Mississippi River.
Mindful of global warming and the need to prevent sedi-
ment from running off his land, Legvold parricipates in
AFT’s BMP Challenge, a program that promotes con-
planting that can protect

servation practices like “no-till”

waterways and reduce greenhouse gases without

4 loss in farm income,

And in the Catskill Mountains of upstate New York,
dairy farmers plant grass filter strips and establish

Lush green Farmland in the Falouse ragion of Washingtan stabe
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AFT’s Agriculture & Environment
Campaign: Up-Close

WHAT IS THE ISSUE?

Glabal climate change and clean woter are two of the
nation’s most pressing environmental challenges. As the
single largest user of land and water resources in the
United States, agriculture hes o profound impact on the
anviranment. Tweo-thirds of U5, coostal waterways are
considered degraded, and without actions that curb the
|leve! of heut-trupping greﬂnhousa gases in the atmo-
sphere, we could experience drasfic future changes in
the planet's climate.

WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?

Farmers want ta be good stewards of the land, but they
need policies and pragrams that help them produce
environmental benefits and reward them when they do.
While we pay billions to clean up and prevent environ-
mental damage through technology, farms and ranches
can provide valueble environmental services at o froc-
tion of tha cost. Farm conservation practices dre ameang
the most cost-etfective ways ta impreve water quality
and reduce U.5. greenhouse gas emissions.

WHAT IS AFT’S PLAN?

AFT's nationwide Agriculture & Environment campaign

is pursuing policies at the federal and state level to in-
crease funding for conservation practices, while helping
to develop private "ecosystem markets” that compensate
farmers and ranchers for enviranmental benefits such as
cleaner water, cleaner air, wildlife habitaf, lood contral
and carbon sequestration. AFT will play a major role in
developing future climate change and waler quality leg-
islation while cenfinuing work to make sure thot policies
enacted in the 2008 Farm Bill help farmers and ranchers
addrass enviranmentdl challengss.

WHAT SETS AFT'S CAMPAIGN APART?

Without farm and ronch land, the nation loses a critical
natural resource that can help fight elimate change and
provide important environmental benefits, renewable
enargy and local foed. As a result of AFT's leadarship
in pretecting farm and ranch land and prometing farm-
ing practices that are envirenmentally responsible yet
economically practical, the orgonization has eorned the
respect of farmers ond ranchers and established strong
parinerships with key legislators and organizations.
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rotational grazing for their cows to protect reservoirs that
supply drinking water to millions of downstate residents,
sparing New York City the cost of a multi-billion-dollar
filtration plant.

From the Puget Sonnd on the West Coast to the
Hudson River Valley in the East, farmers across the coun-
try are working cooperatively to change their agricultaral
practices and improve the environment. “These are ex-
actly the types of projects that AFT will advanee through
our new Agriculture & Environment campaign,” explains
AFT's Jimmy Daukas, the campaign’s director, “Farmers
and ranchers are critical to protecting our water supply
and fighting climate change. But we need to find new
ways and new policies to expand their efforts—and that’s
where AFT’s campaign will help.”

New Markets for Farmers: Agriculture’s Role
in Improving Water Quality

Threats to clean water come from many sources: electric
power, manufacturing, waste treatment emissions and
storm water drainage. U8, agriculture also conwributes to
water quality degradation, with an estimated 8z¢ million
acres needing improved conservation practices to prevent
nutrients and pesticides from reaching waterways. At the
same time, improved agricultural practices are among the
maost cost-effective measures for reducing water quality
degradation.

The critical need for improving water qualicy—
combined with the great potential for cost-effective
solutions from agriculture—has created a markert for
water quality trading. In some watersheds, industries and
municipalities that discharge nutrients such as nitrogen

Salmen spmwn in a Marthwest straam.
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