Water Conserv Il Mid Florida Citrus

Foundation’s A.H. Krzn rov

By Ryan Atwood

1he Water Conserv II project in
l Orange County can trace its
inception to the citrus industry.
Back in early 1980s, the city of
Orlando and Orange County were
mandated by court order to stop dis-
charging wastewater effluent in sur-
face waters. At that time there were
environmental concerns, a building
moratorium and water use restrictions
for Orange County.

In a joint effort between the city
and county, the Department of
Environmental Protection, and area
citrus growers, the largest water
reuse project of its kind in the world
was developed. The Water Conserv 11
reuse project is a balance between
rapid infiltration basins (RIBs) and
agricultural irrigation that provides
for an environmentally sound and
economically feasible regional solu-
tion to previously discharged waste-
water. Water Conserv 1I replenishes
the Floridan aquifer through the dis-
charge of reclaimed water to the
RIBs and reduces the demand on the
aquifer by eliminating the need for
well water irrigation.

Citrus growers provided a solution
that saved Orange County from hav-
ing to slow its development and from
having to spend large sums of money
in order to acquire additional lands for
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A.H. Krezdorn grove manager Mickey Page shows off some of next year's Valencia crop.

— past, present and future

more RIB sites. One concern the
citrus growers had early on was the
quality of the reused water for
irrigation. The growers asked the
University of Florida’s Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS) to research the effects of
reclaimed water on citrus. Bob Koo,

who had been working on citrus pro-
cessing plant wastewater, found that
the standards of the water being
offered by the county would be suit-
able for citrus production. Citrus
growers required the city and county
to provide some research funding to
ensure the long-term health of their
groves would not be compromised.

The Mid Florida Citrus Foundation
(MECF) is a non-profit organization
that has leased approximately 100
acres of land from the city of Orlando
and Orange County to conduct citrus
research over the last 23 years. The
foundation supports research conduct-
ed by the University of Florida’s
Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences and the United States
Department of Agriculture. The
MFECF Board of Directors is com-
prised of central Florida citrus grow-
ers and representatives from the city
of Orlando, Orange County,
Woodward & Curran, the University
of Florida, and the various support
industries. The foundation provides all
research results to the agricultural
community through meetings, field
days and written articles.

The MFCF’s A.H. Krezdorn Grove
has produced a wide range of research
results over its 23-year history. The ini-






