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The rural health care challenge

Cut fuel costs © World wide wedge




o the south lies the Los Angeles Met-
ropolitan Area, perhaps our planet’s
most fitting monument to urban
sprawl. The last census determined that some
13 million people live there.

To the north is Santa Barbara, home to the
very few who are either rich enough or lucky
enough to breathe that ocean air.

Between the two is no less than one of the
greatest, most diverse, agricultural areas in the
world: Ventura County. It’s also an odd place,
where the rural and urban dwellers, and the
mega farms and family farms, and the sailors
and the surfers and the workers, all tend to
peacefully coexist. At least most of the time.

Cooperation. The main reason these neigh-
bors tend to get along is simple—they like
living here. So they’ve done what it takes to
keep open space open, and the open space just
happens to be farms, for the most part.

“We have a very long history of careful,
thoughtful growth,” says Leslie Leavens-
Crowe, whose family has been landowners

By Dale McDonald

»Ahove: Anything grows
in Ventura County, and it
grows year-round. Agricul-
ture is intense and techno-
logically advanced. »-Left:
Strawberries (also pictured
above) are the number one
crop, valued at more than
§366 million in 2007.


















